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WRITTEN QUESTION TO H.M. ATTORNEY GENERAL
BY DEPUTY J.H. YOUNG OF ST. BRELADE
ANSWER TO BE TABLED ON TUESDAY 3rd JUNE 2014

Question

Would H.M. Attorney General inform the Assembly uHer the Public Finance Legislation and/or States
of Jersey Law and Standing Orders provide a statuiolegal authority which would enable or require
the disclosure by the Minister for Planning and iEonment of information which is presently held by
him, including individual property addresses; imh@ation which presently falls within the Data Praoimc
(Jersey) Law 2005, on publicly funded grants magdiln to property owners and tenants to carry out
energy conservation work to these properties, fuckvthe address of the premises to which thes&swvor
have been carried out, has been withheld by théskéir?

Answer

The Public Finances (Jersey) Law 2005 places dotieMinisters and Accounting Officers for States
funded bodies to ensure the proper financial manage of those bodies resources. It is the dutyhef t
Comptroller and Auditor General to provide the &awith independent assurance that the public
finances of Jersey are being regulated, contraledl supervised and accounted for in accordance with
the Law. The Controller and Auditor General repoatsinter alia, the States Assembly on these mmtte
and under the Public Finances (Jersey) Law 2005ba&rs to require access to information held by
States funded bodies for the purpose of fulfillifgpse functions. However there are no disclosure
obligations on States funded bodies or the Comptrahat would require disclosure of the type of
information the question refers to the States dlipat large.

The Freedom of Information (Jersey) Law 2011 is tube brought into force at the beginning of 2015.
In the meantime, the Code of Practice on Acces$sfawmation (“the Code”) applies to information tel

by the Minister for Planning and Environment ansl Bepartment. Under the Code the Minister and his
Department are required to disclose informationthigir possession on request, except where an
exemption applies. Information is exempt from disdire if its disclosure would, or might be liabte t
constitute an unwarranted invasion of privacy foiralividual.

The handling of any particular request for inforimatneeds to be considered on its own merits and
considering the nature of the information at hataolwever, it is doubtful whether it would be appriajps

to disclose the names and addresses of propertgrewrho have benefitted from the energy consenvatio
grants under the Code. Such information is likelybe personal data for the purposes of the Data
Protection (Jersey) Law 2005 and any disclosuteaifinformation under the Code could only takeela

in accordance with the provisions of that Law. he tabsence of the consent of the subjects of this
information or of a compelling public interest ts disclosure, it is not apparent that disclosoddtake
place in accordance with the Data Protection (yetsaw 2005.



